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For ArtSake
celebrates three years

Kidstuff is coming
Kidstuff, the annual Mother’s Day celebration, is being
polished to be ready to fill the
Newport Performing Arts Center
stage with students from Dance!
And All That Jazz!
Opening and closing the show
will be the T.J. Hoofers, Inc. Jazz
Line, directed by Teri Jernigan.
Jazz, tap, ballet, hip hop, contemporary and musical theater
will be performed by the many
Lincoln County students, ranging from three years old to adult.
Choreographers for Kidstuff
are Jernigan, Kova Cleveland,
Helyn Layton, Heidi Cabal, Ellen Mathewson, Willow Kasner
and Rachel Barreras. A special
number, set on the Hoofer dancers in October by Los Angeles
choreographer, JT Horenstein
will open the show.
Kidstuff will be held Friday
and Saturday, May 6 and 7, at
7 p.m., and Sunday, May 8, at
2 p.m. For reserved seats, call
541-265-ARTS (2787).

The Wine Place
hosts tasting

Enjoy a tasting of August Cellars wines at The Wine Place
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday.
August Cellars is located on
Chehalem Mountain in Newberg
on land bought by the Schaad
family in 1949. The winery was
started in 2002, and production is
now 2,500 cases per year. August
Cellars wines were in the opening inventory of The Wine Place
seven years ago, and there is a
strong following for their wines.
The Wine Place is located at
Highway 101 and W. Fourth St.
in Yachats. For more information
call 541-547-5275.

Orchestra acquires
cargo trailer

Thanks to major gifts from
many coastal businesses and
foundations, as well as the generous support of patrons, the
Oregon Coast Chamber Orchestra (OCCO) has been able to
purchase a cargo trailer that will
be used to transport the musical
instruments and other equipment
needed for the group’s frequent
school and concert appearances.
OCCO personnel said the following foundations and corporate donors have been significant contributors to the success
of this project: Douglas County
Cultural Coalition, Fred Meyer
Corporation, Lincoln County
Cultural Coalition, Siletz Tribal
Charitable Fund and the Western
Lane Community Foundation.
Some additional work is required to finish the interior of
the vehicle so that the tympani
and other large instruments will
be safely housed for travel. Additional funds are necessary to
complete this phase of the project. Further donations may be
sent to OCCO, 2359 21St Street,
Florence OR, 97439. The orchestra is a tax-exempt charitable organization.
Look for the new trailer in the
parking lot at the orchestra’s next
appearance, which is the Spring
Pops concert. The Yachats program will be an evening performance on Friday, May 6, at 7
p.m. at the Yachats Community
Presbyterian Church, 360 7th St.
For more information, visit
the orchestra’s website, WWW.
occo.ws , or call OCCO at 541997-6770.
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Fiction
workshop
offered
April 19 in
Newport

Coastal Notes

For ArtSake Gallery in the
heart of historic Nye Beach is
having its third birthday party
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Friday,
April 22.
The artist owned co-op gallery
extends an invitation to the public to celebrate art with music,
refreshments and birthday cake.
Gallery jewelry artists present
their creativity through beading, wire wrapping, and sterling silver. Other artists display
paintings, sculpture, pottery, collage, leather purses, paper book
and box art and fabric felted art
clothing.
Gallery members include Anja
Chavez, Juergen Eckstein, Jan Inglis, Cynthia Jacobi, Alita Pearl,
Moe Snyder, Sal Strom, Frances
Van Wert and Tash Wesp.
For ArtSake is located at 258
NW Coast St. in Newport. For
more information call 541-5749070.
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For several years, Corky Decker plied his trade as a commercial fisherman in Alaska aboard the factory trawler Rebecca Irene,
above, shown here as she cuts through the ice on the Bering Sea. The photo appeared on the cover of the May 2000 issue of
“National Fisherman” along with Decker’s story “Sole on Ice” that described fishing in those freezing conditions. Decker has
written a book, below, about his life as a commercial fisherman in Alaska, from first walking the docks in Kodiak in 1985 to his
days as a captain in the factory trawler fleet that fishes out of Dutch Harbor. (Courtesy photos)

It’s ‘A Hard Way to
Make an Easy Living’

Book about commercial
fishing in Alaska
describes a ‘Bycatch 22’
By Terry Dillman
Of the News-Times

Plying the ocean to harvest its bounty is not only a job, but a way of life
for commercial fishermen - one that the
sea or other factor can snatch away at
any moment. Just ask Mark S. “Corky”
Decker.
From his start as a young boy intrigued by the sea working for tips on
sport fishing boats out of Ogunquit,
Maine, to serving as a captain aboard a
factory trawler fishing Alaskan waters,
Decker has had an insider’s view of the
lives of men and women who go to sea.
A freelance writer who has penned numerous articles published in magazines
and newspapers around the world,
Decker has written “A Hard Way to
Make an Easy Living,” a fresh-off-thepress memoir of his rise - and ultimate
demise - as a commercial fisherman.
“We as commercial fishermen feed
people. We are the farmers of the
world’s oceans. We give up a lot going

to sea, but it is a sacrifice we choose
to make,” Decker writes in the author’s
notes at the beginning of the book published by Trafford Publishing (www.
trafford.com). “We either fish within
the rules and guidelines, or we bend
them. In my case, I broke a law that I
did not agree with or believe in.”
The bycatch rule that requires fishermen to return non-target species to the
sea, dead or alive - wasting, in his opinion, millions of tons of seafood every
year - always irked Decker.
He admits that he skirted the rule
early and often as captain of the factory
trawler Rebecca Irene while plying the
waters near Alaska to fool fisheries
observers placed aboard the vessel by
the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) to monitor bycatch. In his
case, halibut was the bycatch species,
and ultimately it became his “bycatch22” (no-win situation) that cost him his
career and marriage (ironically enough,
to a fisheries observer he met aboard
one of the many vessels he has worked
on).
On August 15, 2002, the president
of the Seattle-based fishing company
Decker worked for told him, “We’re
letting you go. Get a good lawyer.”
In November 2003, he entered a
guilty plea before a federal judge for

illegally pre-sorting halibut aboard the
Rebecca Irene. Six months later, the
government levied a $360,000 fine, and
took away two six-week periods from
the vessel’s fishing permit in 2005,
costing the owners about $2 million to
$3 million in potential haul.
“I’m out of the industry, blackballed
for life from fishing in Alaska, my
Continued on Page B2

The art of paper
Annual Paper Arts
Festival set for this
weekend in Newport

The 16th Newport Paper Arts Festival begins today (Friday) at the Newport Visual Arts Center.
Registration continues until 9 a.m.
each morning, and a variety of workshops are still open on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday.
The public is invited to a reception
from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday for
the artists of the Paper Arts Instructors
Show on second and third floor of the
visual arts center. Samples completed
by attendees from the Friday and Saturday workshops will be on display.
This year, for the first time, attendees
have been invited to bring one piece of
their own work to show during the reception.
The Instructors Sale is a unique op-

portunity to see and purchase the work
of the talented instructors who are
teaching the workshops at Paper Arts
Festival.
The Instructors Show in the Upstairs
Gallery continues through April 23 and
can be viewed Tuesday through Saturday from noon to 4 p.m.
The Newport Paper Arts Festival is
sponsored by Oregon Coast Council for
the Arts, which also expressed appreciation to Paper Mermaids, Central Lincoln PUD, the Lincoln County Historical Society, JC Thriftway, the Newport
Chamber of Commerce, and the Waves
Motel for providing classroom space
and lodging for instructors, and Mo’s
Restaurant for catering the lunches.
For additional information, or to get
on a list to be mailed a brochure for
the 2012 Paper Arts Festival, call Sally
Houck, OCCA director of the visual
arts center at 541-265-6569, or email
Ruth Kier, registrar, at rkier@coastarts.
org.

“Silvery Leaf Shawl” and “Sunny Silk
Shawl,” handfelted, leaf-dyed wearable
art, by Tash Wesp. (Courtesy photo)

‘Capriccio’ coming to the PAC
The Oregon Coast Council for the
Arts will present Strauss’ “Capriccio”
via high definition satellite broadcast
from the Metropolitan Opera in New
York. This presentation will be shown
at 10 a.m. Saturday, April 23, at the
Newport Performing Arts Center.
“Capriccio” explores the essence
of opera itself, featuring Renee Fleming in the leading role and including
Sarah Connolly, Joseph Kaiser, Russell Braun, Morten Frank Larsen, Peter
Rose and director Andrew Davis.
This event is sponsored, in part, by
the Jeannette B. Hofer Fund of the Oregon Community Foundation, the City
of Newport, the Oregon Coast Council
for the Arts and the Oregon Arts Commission. In New York, the Metropolitan Opera Live in HD series is made
possible by a generous grant from the
Neubauer Family Foundation.
Operas continuing through the season include “Il Trovatore” and “Die
Walkure.”

Tickets are available at the performing
arts center box office
at 777 W. Olive St.,
or by calling 541265-2787, Monday
through Friday, from
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Reserved seat tickets are
$20 for adults, $17
for seniors and $10
for students.
“Capriccio” will be
presented at the
Newport Performing
Arts Center via high
definition satellite
broadcast at 10 a.m.
Saturday, April 23.
(Courtesy photo)

Willamette Writers Coast Branch presents master short story writer and teacher
Eric Witchey at a free fiction workshop
on Tuesday, April 19, from 7 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. at the Newport Public Library.
Witchey has made a living as a freelance
writer and communications consultant for
nearly 20 years. In addition to many nonfiction titles, he has sold more than 50
short stories and a novel. His stories have
appeared in six genres on five continents,
and he has received recognition from New
Century Writers, Writers of the Future,
Writer’s Digest, and other organizations.
His how-to articles have appeared in The
Writer Magazine, Writer’s Digest Magazine, and other print and online magazines.
His writing workshops range from:
“First Line Hypnosis: Grab ‘em and Keep
‘em” to “Short Fiction for Fun, Money,
and Skill: Contests, E-Markets, Magazines, Anthologies, and Collections.” The
current workshop is for all prose writers,
memoir to science fiction: “Craft Rich
Characters: A 4-Step Process Adds Depth
Using Similes, Metaphors, and Symbols.”
When not teaching or writing, he spends
his time fly fishing or restoring antique,
model locomotives.
Additional information is available online at www.ericwitchey.com and at www.
willamettewriters.com, or by emailing
Dorothy Mack at dmack@centurytel.net.

Art exhibit
opening in
Yachats
Works of Jim King and Karen
Hendrickson featured

The Art Gallery at The Wine Place in
Yachats announces an art opening featuring the works of Jim King and Karen Hendrickson from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m., Saturday,
April 23. King and Hendrickson will meet
and greet visitors, and champagne will be
served.
King grew up in the Pacific Northwest,
exploring the beaches and mountains. Inspired by the paintings of Andrew Wyeth,
he began painting in the ‘70s and discovered he had a gift and a unique perspective he could bring to the canvas. King is
known for his original work of landscapes,
seascapes and still life paintings. He has
shown in galleries in the Pacific Northwest, San Francisco and New York. His
work has been shown along the central Oregon coast since 2004.
Hendrickson has been a scratchboard
artist for the past 30 years. Scratchboard
is a technique where a masonite board is
covered with a fine, white china clay, then
lightly sprayed with India ink. It is then
scratched with a fine pointed object to reveal the white underneath. Hendrickson’s
favorite tool is a #11 Exacto knife. She
scratches for extreme detail and is best
known for her pet portraiture.
The art opening takes place simultaneously with a wine tasting. Guests can mix
and mingle as they enjoy wine, art and
conversation.
The Wine Place is located at Highway
101 and Fourth Street in Yachats. The
shared-space art gallery opened adjacent
the wine shop in November 2010 and features the work of 10 local artists.
The gallery and wine shop are open
Thursday through Sunday from 11 a.m. to
5 p.m., and on Monday through Wednesday by chance or appointment. Parking is
available in the back.

YAA spotlight
show features
two artists

The Yaquina Art Association will feature
two local artists at the Yaquina Art Association Gallery, located in Nye Beach just
west of the Newport Visual Arts Center.
Featured will be Claire McGee, photographer and former president of the Coastal
Arts Guild, and Patti Johnson, who currently teaches the oil/acrylic class for YAA.
McGee is a local nature photographer
and a former resident of Portland, Honolulu and Ann Arbor, Mich. She studied art
at the University of Hawaii and Portland
State University and completed courses
Continued on Page B2
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Yachats Art Guild to hold
exhibit Saturday, Sunday
A Yachats Arts Guild exhibit
and sale takes place today (Friday), Saturday and Sunday at
the Yachats Commons.
Room 8 at the commons will
be transformed into a gallery of
fine art, and a portion art sales
will go to support the maintenance and promotion of the
commons as a community event
center.
Yachats Art Guild members’
work includes such mediums as
watercolor, pastel, oil, colored
pencil, photography, and threedimensional art.
Gallery hours are 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. on Friday and Saturday
and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday.
Refreshments will be served.

Corky Decker
Work by photographer Claire McGee is being featured in a spotlight show at the Yaquina Art Association
Gallery in Newport. Pictured is McGee’s photo of Newport’s Yaquina Bay Bridge.

YAA Spotlight
with the Nikon School of Photography.
She often quips that she was
raised in a dark room because
when other girls were following
their mother around in the kitchen, she was in the basement,
learning how to use the enlarger
and develop film with her father.
McGee became a self-employed
photographer during the 1970s,
supplementing her income primarily with sports photography

Continued from page B1

and wedding photos, contracts
with local printing, lithography
and typesetting shops. She was
part of the publicity team who
worked on the opening of the
Renaissance Center in Detroit,
Mich. in 1977. McGee joined
the Yaquina Art Association
in 2008. She will have a panel
of photography of her favorite
subject, her cat, Ziggy, as well
as a panel of photography on the
Amish country in Indiana titled

“Another Time and Place.”
Johnson has been painting
since childhood. Her parents
were both artists, so she grew
up with a love for art. She has
been actively painting the past
30 years and currently facilitates the oil/acrylic class for the
Yaquina Art Association. She
has taught classes on old master painting and currently does
murals, portraiture, anatomy,
sketching, pastels, oils, acrylics and pen and ink. Her work
has been distributed all over the
U.S. as she traveled with her
husband, who was in the Navy.
She has three grown children
and four grandchildren. She
loves to paint anything beautiful and loves the inspiration of
this area.
The Yaquina Art Association
gallery is located at 839 NW
Beach Dr. Gallery hours are 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily.

marriage ended, and I’m starting
over a world away from my old
life,” he notes. “Sadly, it’s a conclusion to a way of life.”
Decker writes with candid
self-deprecating pathos and humor, yet makes no bones about
his feelings pertaining to bycatch
rules and their enforcement.
“What follows is a mostly true
story, although I’ve changed the
names of some people to either
protect them or because I’m
afraid of them,” he writes. “This
isn’t a story just about breaking the law, but what led up to
that moment - and the incredible
journey along the way.”
Decker captures his quest to
“live a life less ordinary” by answering the sea’s beckoning call
- providing a place for him “to
live out his dreams and adventures.”
At age 22, he traveled to
Alaska, where he wedged his
way into the commercial fishing
industry, eventually becoming
captain of two different factory
trawlers plying the treacherous
Bering Sea. The book features
many colorful characters Decker
met along the way, the essence of
the personal relationships aboard
sea-going fishing vessels that
make crews a family, and scrutinizes current fisheries manage-

A watercolor painting by
Yachats Arts Guild member Carol Summers is
among many works of art
on display at the guild’s
spring show that starts
today (Friday) and continues through Sunday
at the Yachats Commons.
(Courtesy photo)

Continued from page B1

ment practices that also apply
to vessels fishing off Oregon’s
coast, and the vessels - including those out of Newport - that
ply the waters of Alaska. He vividly illustrates the dilemma commercial fishermen face in trying
to meet the bottom line of their
business, and offers an upfront
look at the national fisheries observer program, and the changes
he feels it needs.
Decker concludes by noting
that the groundfish stocks in the
Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska
are very healthy, managed carefully by the National Marine
Fisheries Service, although keeping with a theme - he says
“the way they handle bycatch is
a different matter.”
“The trawling industry is
fighting for its life, and faces
an uncertain future,” he states.
“Commercial fishing is a way of
life. I truly hope it will last for
future generations. There are
some bad laws that need to be
changed, and some housecleaning needs to be done on a number
of fronts. But it’s not too late to
place the fish back in the hands
of the traditional American fisherman.”
Decker plans to keep writing
about that way of life.
He has penned what he calls

Corky Decker

his “pride ‘n joy” - a recently
published novel steeped in commercial fishing called “To See a
Green Flash.” He is also working on a sequel to “A Hard Way”
and a second novel is in the
works. Otherwise, folks can find
him out fishing off the coast of
Destin, Fla., where he now lives
with his wife, Maggie, and takes
sports anglers out aboard the
Miss Babbie.
For more information about
Decker and his books, or to purchase a copy, go to www.corkydecker.com.
Terry Dillman is the assistant
editor of the News-Times. Contact him at 541-265-8571, ext
225, or terrydillman@newportnewstimes.com.

